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Newsletter 

 

No 14 – autumn 2022 

 
 

 From the President Alice van Bekkum 
 
 

In this newsletter we report on the activities of Faces to Graves activities in the 

period since May 2022. 

Due to circumstances this newsletter is published a bit later than normally.  

First of all, there were the Nijmegen Marches, which took place again for the first 

time after Covid threw a spanner in the works. The whole region revived, 

because the Four Days’ Marches are truly a regional event. With fewer 

participants than in the years before, the event went ahead, however still 

without the Canadian military delegation. Fortunately, there were a number of 

Canadian soldiers who walked the march on an individual basis.  

Just before the Marches Gerrie Driessen, the author of the book ‘The history of 

the Canadian cemetery’ died. He had self-published this book and presented our 

organisation with the last few boxes full of books. The proceeds of the sale of 

these books were intended for Faces to Graves. 

On the Monday preceding the Nijmegen Marches the commemoration took place 

on the Canadian Field of Honor. It was a beautiful day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo Kim Huvenaars 
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Photos: Kim Huvenaars, Faces to 

Graves 

 

 

    

                      

Col. J.M.A. (Marc) LaFortune, 

Defense Attache of Canada 

              

 

 

 

 

Miltary from several countries took 

part in the ceremony. 

                        

 

 

 

 

 

Alice van Bekkum 

and Bouke Lolkema 

laid the wreath for 

Faces to Graves 

 

- photo RCL 005 

 

 

                

          Photo Else Schaberg, Faces to Graves 
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This year, Faces to Graves, in 

collaboration with the 

Commonwealth War Graves 

Commission, had a promotion 

tent opposite the cemetery. 

Early in the morning Mayor 

Slinkman of Berg en Dal came 

for a chat, which provided a 

lovely picture. 

Later that day, rain spoiled the fun a 

bit. Right at the moment when the 

largest group of walkers were passing 

by, it was pouring, which made 

everyone walk on as fast as possible, 

and so there was no opportunity to 

have a chat with the Four Day 

walkers.                     

     We didn’t stop smiling… 

       

Despite the fact that there was no 

official Canadian delegation, 

fortunately individual Canadian soldiers 

were present, very nice to see two 

familiar faces in Mook on the last day. 

 

Gijs Krist, member of the Research Team had a wonderful meeting with the 

Wehnes family. Here is his report:                                 

While I was writing Walter Douglas Armstrong’s life story, I got in touch with 

family members of this  Sergeant Major of the Regina Rifles Regiment. After 

sending two emails to Charles Wehnes and Katherine Boggs, they responded 

very soon. Katherine is Charles and Engelina Wehnes’ daughter-in-law. Their son 

Gustaaf is married to Katherine and they got to know each other during the time 

when they both served in the Canadian navy. Katherine’s mother, Marjorie, is 

Walter’s youngest sister. They provided us with a lot of information on Walter, 

and they were very helpful from the start. The whole family had been taking part 

in the Nijmegen Four Days Marches for years and when reaching the Canadian 

Cemetery at the Zevenheuvelenweg, they used to lay flowers at Walter Douglas 

Armstrong’s grave. However, after the Corona pandemic had gripped the world, 

and all events were cancelled, the family was unable to come to the Netherlands. 

Instead I offered to take flowers to their family member’s grave in order to keep 

the family tradition alive. Fortunately, travelling, coming to the Netherlands to 
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walk the Four Days Marches and laying flowers at the 

grave was possible again this year. In this way, their 

tradition was kept alive. We had agreed to meet after 

the family had finished their four days of walking.  

Once a month we exchange our daily experiences and 

I keep them posted on Faces to Graves activities. All 

this is done by email, but we had never met face to 

face. On Friday evening they went to Wageningen 

where they were staying, and right from the start it 

all felt very familiar, and we got on well together. 

Katherine gave me the gladioli she had received after 

finishing the walk to thank me for writing Walter’s life 

story. I did not want to accept the flowers, but she 

insisted that I took them. This meant a lot to me, as 

she had finished 

the walk on painkillers and with a lot of pain. 

After a long and cosy evening, we said 

goodbye to Katherine and her husband 

Gustaaf, who were going to France for a week 

and then back to Canada. We had agreed with 

Charles and Engelina that they were going to 

stay with us for a couple of days before 

returning to Canada. We showed them around 

and visited some lovely places. It was an 

unforgettable weekend. When we said goodbye 

to the family, they invited us to come to  

Canada next year. The Wehnes family live in 

Calgary and they are going to show us around 

there. A visit to Banff National Park and a trip through the Rocky Mountains will 

also be included. We are busy preparing this trip and are very much looking 

forward to going to our ‘Canadian Friends‘ , and to visiting the country of the 

soldiers that sacrificed their lives for our freedom.                                        

Read the life story of Warrant Officer Walter Douglas Armstrong on our website: 

https://www.facestograves.nl/LifeStories/ARMSTRONG%20Walter%20Douglas-

GKT-bio-EN.pdf 

~~~~~ 

 

Tammy Adkin, Manager, Museums and Culture,  Public Services – Culture and 

Recreation City of Guelph, contacted us. She asked us if we could tell them about 

our work during their visit to the cemetery on August 27. To commemorate Lt. 

Col. John McCrae’s birth in Guelph 150 years ago, they visited the battlefields in 

France, Belgium and our country. This military doctor, John McCrae, from the 

First World War, wrote the famous poem ‘In Flanders Fields’.  

The poem reads as follows: 
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In Flanders fields the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row, 

    That mark our place; and in the sky 

    The larks, still bravely singing, fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns below. 

 

We are the Dead. Short days ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, 

    Loved and were loved, and now we lie, 

        In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the foe: 

To you from failing hands we throw 

    The torch; be yours to hold it high. 

    If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow 

        In Flanders fields. 

 

 

President Alice van 

Bekkum gave 

everyone a warm 

welcome and delivered 

a short speech. The 

members of the 

Research Team then 

took the visitors to the 

graves of the soldiers 

from Guelph. It was a 

beautiful day and at 

the end of their visit a 

group photograph was 

taken and we all 

received a pack of tea 

and a key ring in the 

shape of a poppy from the McCrae House Museum, located in John McCrae’s 

birthplace.  

~~~~~ 

 

And then it was September 9, the day when the travel organisation ‘In Our 

Fathers Footsteps’ (IOFF) came to visit the Groesbeek cemetery. This tour had 

been postponed a number of times due to Covid, but now the day had finally 

arrived. 

 

 

 

         

       The volunteers were ready on time 
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Karen Hunter, I.O.F.F. and Brian 

Budden, President of the 

Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada 

Association 

 

 

It was a shame that it started raining during the short 

ceremony, but in spite of the rain, unexpected 

encounters took place.  Like when meeting chairwoman 

Sharon Adams, Staff Writer of the Magazine of the 

Royal Canadian Legion, who had written such a 

wonderful article about Faces to Graves in November 

2021, which can be found on: 

https://legionmagazine.com/en/?s=Faces+to+Graves                                    

Our volunteers, members of the Research Team, too 

had great experiences.  

 

Alice and Sharon - photos Fred Hulsman – Faces to Graves 

 

~~~~~ 

During the summer period a few members of the Research Team were 

temporarily inactive, due to illnesses and worries at home. Maurice Nagelhout 

and Marian Straatman, we are glad to have you back! And we are happy to hear 

that you are doing well again. Wim Poppenk too had to take things easy for a 

while. We hope to see him again in January at the next Research Team meeting! 

~~~~~ 

And then it was finally time for the Board to treat all volunteers to a day out: 

Saturday 24 September. Karl Lusink, local historian, had mapped out the route 

of the 2nd Canadian Division for us. 

Liesbeth Huisman reports: 

https://legionmagazine.com/en/?s=Faces+to+Graves
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After a beautiful summer and lots of lovely, sunny days our volunteers’ outing 

took place on a rainy day. For the first time after a few years (we all know why), 

we were able to have a day out together. Our usual communication is via email 

or app with an occasional meeting, but during a day out you get to know each 

other in a different way, which makes it special.  

In the morning I cycled through the rain from Arnhem to Gendt to meet at 

Museum Niemandsland in Gendt at 10 am. To be honest, I had never heard of 

the museum, so I was curious to find out more. We were given a warm welcome 

with coffee, tea and apple pie 

by the enthusiastic volunteers 

of the museum and spent a few 

hours there. One of the 

volunteers gave an interesting 

presentation and in small 

groups we were shown around 

the museum, which was 

definitely worthwhile.  

            Presentation Robert Braam 

 

                 Guided tour through the museum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fortunately, most of the volunteers were able to attend 
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What appealed to me most was the contact that the museum has with the 

schools, which gives them the opportunity to show and tell pupils about what 

happened during the war and its impact. Robert Braam, chair of the museum 

board, is a teacher at a school himself, so there is close contact. 

Our next destination was Gendringen, about an hour’s drive from Gendt. We 

drove there in a few of our own cars. On arrival in Gendt at 12.30 we were  lunch 

in Cafetaria Te Pas in Gendringen. This is where we met local historian Karl 

Lusink.  

 

 

Karl, at the back left of the 

photo, is explaining 

 

 

 

 

After our delicious lunch Vincent 

Weijermars took us to the beautiful 

monument in Gendringen. We learned 

about its history and a few 

photographs were taken. The 

volunteers who made all this possible 

deserve our respect.                   Vincent Weijermars at the monument 

 

On we went to Doetinchem. Initially the idea was to 

visit the war monument in Etten, a small village 

near Gendringen, but last minute it was decided to 

skip this visit, as a fun fair was being held in Etten, 

which was not really a suitable time and we feared 

it might be too crowded there. In Doetinchem Karel 

Berkhuysen of the Foundation Doetinchem Herdenkt 

(Doetinchem Commemorates) was waiting for us. 

He shared some of his knowledge about the course 

of the war in this area with us. He also went along 

with us to the Kruisberg, a former prison, where we 

first had coffee and tea. This was a very special 

spot during the war. 

Karel Berkhuysen welcomes us 



9 
 

Karel Berkhuysen and Ingrid te Dorsthorst 

showed us around the many small rooms, 

which contained lots of photographs and 

other items.  

The cell where a well-known resistance fighter 

from Doetichem, Iet Gerritsen, was 

imprisoned during the war 

There was so much to see that 

unfortunately we were running out of 

time. It was late in the afternoon and some of us had to get back home. The rest 

of us had the opportunity to have a close look around and chat with the two 

experts.  

On occasions like this, I realise how much information there is available about 

this terrible war and that I keep learning every day. At the same time I am 

aware that this would not be possible without the help and dedication of all these 

great volunteers. They are doing their utmost to keep the war alive.  

I would like to thank Alice and Wim (who unfortunately could not join us on this 

trip , because he had corona), for the wonderful and interesting day we had. Also 

thanks to the drivers as well as our own photographer and all the people that 

made this into a wonderful day. Full of impressions we drove back to Gendt in 

the pouring rain and I cycled back home to Arnhem. 

Photos in this report: Kim Huvenaars and Alice van Bekkum 

 

~~~~~ 

THE SEARCH FOR FAMILY AND HOW THIS LED TO A DONATION 

When writing a biography, the first step is a soldier’s name and a blank page on 

the computer. Service Files of the Canadian soldiers who died and are buried in 

Groesbeek can be downloaded. This is step two. In these files a lot of military 

information and a lot of data on their education and work can be found. 

However, these boys were usually still young boys, who also had lives before 

they entered military service. Can we write something about this period of their 

lives? Who were their friends, how did they spend their spare time? Did they 

have any nicknames? Have any anecdotes or tall stories been preserved in the 

family? Are there any next-of-kin left? How are we going to find them? 

This is the story of the search for Private Paul Emile Caouette’s family. And what 

I can give away is that they have not yet been found. In the Service Files there 

are often data on the soldier’s place of birth, his parents, brothers, sisters, wives 

if any, and children and their domicile at the moment of signing up. Having these 

names is sometimes sufficient to trace the family, via the Internet and social 

media. But this is by far not always the case. And if a family does not contact us 

by themselves, we cannot add any personal notes to the story. In that case we 

write a monument as best as we can with the data that are available to us.  
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Private Caouette was born in Legal, Alberta. Today still it is a 

small town with little more than 1,000 inhabitants. When my 

search for relatives was unsuccessful, I decided to write to the 

Morinville Historical Society Museum. Morinville is situated 

south of Legal and I hoped they might be able to help me in 

my search. In this way I got in touch with Loralee Elliott, a 

volunteer working for the Society. In spite of the fact that she 

found a far relative, this did not yield any additional 

information.  

However, Loralee did become inspired to write life stories of 

soldiers who had died, from both World Wars, from Morinville 

and its surroundings. During commemorations, banners 

showing their photographs are hung near the museum. 

In addition, Loralee has organised various fundraising events 

for Faces to Graves, not only during commemorations but also 

at her work in a nursing home, even during the corona 

pandemic. Her husband too became involved. He collected 

money with his motorcycle club.  

Faces To Graves would like to thank Loralee and all her donors for transferring 

the wonderful amount of 1,000 Canadian dollars (721 euros). 

Sigrid Norde, Researcher Faces To Graves 

 

~~~~~ 

 

We are very pleased with the new Military Counsellor in Canada, Col Timothy 

Young ret. Royal Canadian Artillery. He introduces himself: 

As the former Canadian Defence Attaché to The 

Netherlands, I had the great honour of participating in 

many remembrance ceremonies to pay tribute to 

Canadian soldiers and aviators buried in The 

Netherlands.  I quickly learned that the Dutch people are 

incredible caretakers of our war dead, making it part of 

their culture to remember those who made the ultimate 

sacrifice for their freedom. The Faces to Graves 

Foundation is one such Dutch organization that embodies 

that notion.   

Upon my return to Canada, I discovered how common it is for a family to have a 

connection to Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery through the sacrifice of one of 

their loved ones.  I was also delighted to learn that Faces to Graves has an 

extensive network of Canadian based volunteers, all working for this most 

worthy cause.   
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I am a 41-year veteran of the Canadian Armed Forces with service as an Officer 

in the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery.  It became clear to me that I could 

help Faces to Graves with the provision of military advice, especially to volunteer 

writers who do not have a military background. I am honoured to join the Faces 

to Graves team as a Counsellor to provide military advise to the Canadian based 

group. 

~~~~~ 

 

Led by Lt Col Scott Moody, a number of 

soldiers from the Queen's Own Rifles of 

Canada visited the cemetery in Groesbeek 

on 12 October. They were welcomed by 

several members of Faces to Graves. 

 

Of course the grave was 

visited of Sgt Aubrey 

Cossens, who was 

posthumously awarded 

the Victoria Cross for his 

courageous efforts, 

which unfortunately cost 

him his life. 

 

Photo of the group at 

Aubrey Cosens’ grave            

His life story is on our website: 

https://www.facestograves.nl/LifeStories/COSENS%20Aubrey-GKT-bio-EN.pdf 

 

 

Afterwards, all FtG members 

received a coin with the image of 

Lt. John Gordon Kavanagh. 
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Lt. John Gorden Kavanagh was the reason for this visit to Holland, for a long 

time he was buried in an 'unknown' grave in Steenderen, but it has recently been 

officially established that it is Lt. John Gordon Kavanagh, who lies in this grave.  

In the 1980s, Karl Lusink started a search, eagerly making use of the enthusiasm 

of former commander of the land forces LtGen retired Mart de Kruif, who was 

also driven to get the right name on the grave. Mr. Francis Bleeker, a Dutch 

Canadian (once part of the Limburgse Jagers, a sister unit of the Queens Own 

Rifles of Canada) played an important role in Canada in the search for the name 

of John Gordon Kavanagh. 

The headstone with the inscription 'Unknown soldier' could be replaced in 2021 

by a headstone with his name: John Gordon Kavanagh. 

This fact was officially confirmed on October 14, 2022 with a commemoration 

ceremony led by the former 

NL Defense Attaché in Canada, 

LtCol Retired Christa Oppers-

Beumer, in the presence of a 

cousin of John Gordon 

Kavanagh, Mr Jack Young. 

Jack was accompanied by his 

wife Mrs. Debbie Howes. 

 

Jack Young and Debbie Howes with 

Alice van Bekkum, when they visitied 

the Groesbeek War Cemetery 

together with the Queen’s Own Rifles. 

 

 

A video of this visit to the 

cemetery in Groesbeek: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qVl-6w2h-28 

 

~~~~~ 

 

On Tuesday October 11, Chair Alice van Bekkum was invited for lunch 

by John Canon of Liberation Tours and was allowed to talk about the 

work of Faces to Graves. Afterwards she received an envelope from 

John with a nice donation of € 200,- For which many thanks! 
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Remembrance Day 11 November 2022, organised by the Canadian Forces 

Support Unit Europe. 

 

 

 

   - photos Fred Hulsman  

 

 

Saskia Peters and Alice van Bekkum 

are laying the wreath for Faces to 

Graves 

 

~~~~~ 

 

Contributions to Faces to Graves – by Treasurer Jochen Rengers 

Now that I have been treasurer of Faces to Graves for a little 

over a year, I have noticed that we regularly receive 

generous donations. We receive them from various angles 

and from both the Netherlands and Canada. They are also 

often contributions from relatives who want to continue their 

deceased relative. This year there have even been a few 

private fundraising campaigns for Faces to Graves in 

Canada. 

But the nice thing is that most donors also leave a message 

with their donation. In most cases, these messages are a 

word of thanks for all the work we do. In addition, they are 
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often very personal messages from relatives of a specific soldier who is buried at 

the Canadian cemetery. 

For me, these messages indicate that the soldiers buried at the Groesbeek 

cemetery are not forgotten and, moreover, still hold an important place in the life 

of many. Receiving these donations and messages underlines the importance of 

the work we do as an organization. It means that the work of Faces to Graves is 

appreciated, which can also be seen as a compliment for all Faces to Graves 

volunteers! We therefore send the donors as much as possible a thank you note 

on behalf of all volunteers. 

Here are a few examples of the messages. They come not only from those 

directly involved, such as next of kin and family, but also from people who feel 

involved and who realize that these young people died for our freedom. 

“I wish to contribute and send my thanks.”   

“Thank you for initiating this project. I feel this is a great idea and hope to 

return to Groesbeek one day to see the photos.”   

“Peers who died for me and other people. Peers who sacrificed themselves for 

us in a foreign country. Thanks!” 

From this place to all donors many thanks for the financial contributions, because 

these make it possible for Faces to Graves to continue its activities. 

~~~~~ 

 

As you know, our non-profit organisation can only go on working with the help of 

your gifts. We would like to warmly thank all those who have contributed. You 

can find the logos of our sponsors on the website. Sometimes we receive 

donations which we would like to acknowledge personally.  

Alas, this is not possible if there is no contact address.  

We thank everyone here for their gift!      

 

~~~~~ 

 

Last but not least, important news: the project group of the photo event        

‘The Faces of Groesbeek’ is already working hard to preparing the next edition, 

which will take place from 30 April to 21 May 2023 at the Canadian War 

Cemetery in Groesbeek. 

The opening ceremony for invited guests will take place on Saturday 29 April. 

We know that some Canadians will come to join this event. If you have the 

intention to come, please let us know so that we can send you an invitation for 

29th of April. 
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Since May 2021,  when the photos were placed at the graves and at the names 

of the missing soldiers mentioned on the Memorial, 250 new photos have been 

received thanks to the help of various people. They all have to be printed on the 

durable Alupanel panels, which can be used several times, and in order to so, we 

needsufficient resources for this. Will you help by making a contribution or 

sending a photo? 

The photos will be printed at the end of January. In case you want to contribute, 

please mention “May 2023” with your donation.  We can assure you that your 

donation will only be used for this purpose. More information can be found on the 

flyer at the bottom of this newsletter. 

On our website there is a list with the names of the soldiers with ‘Missing 

photos’: https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf 

https://www.facestograves.nl/assets/PDF/Missing_photos.pdf
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Gonny van Hal, one of the translators for the Research Team, translated most of 

the text, Gonny many thanks! 

~~~~~~ 

Julie Allen has been sending this newsletter since 2019, thank you Julie! 

 

~~~~~~ 

 

 

             We wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

info@facestograves.nl 

 

Like us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/FacesToGraves 

      

 https://www.instagram.com/facestograves/ Instagram   

 

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbhI8MhCCmHqTl0klZhZhdg 
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